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of the convicted. Sometimes the convicted can 
even resume their political careers after the 
pardon or amnesty. A current example is 
Jacques Soustelle’s resumption of his career 
after a five year self-exile to avoid prosecution 
for plotting against the state during the era of 
the OAS (the Secret Army Organization that 
fought Algerian independence). 

Despite my doubts about these contentions 
(the greater propensity to scandal in France 
and the Frenchman’s eagerness to find it), I 
find Williams’ book a readable summary of 
some of the major affairs of postwar France— 
the “Generals affair,” the “Leakages affair,” the 
“Ben Barka affair,” and the Algerian plots that 
undermined the Fourth Republic and threat- 
ened the Fifth Republic. The chapter dealing 
with the Ben Barka affair is particularly well 
written and gives order and meaning to a 
highly complex set of events. In three chapters, 
Williams provides dramatis personae that help 
the reader follow the tangle of characters and 
events that make up a French “affair.” The 
chapter dealing with the plots that ended the 
Fourth Republic is confusing, however: the au- 
thor’s decision not to revise the original article 
necessitates a lengthy appendix to add more re- 
cent information. In the final chapter Williams 
points to some interesting parallels between the 
French experience of fighting in and withdraw- 
ing from Algeria and the American problems in 
Vietnam. 

Another important virtue of this collection is 
the frequent reminder of the bitter rivalries in- 
herited from the Vichy era. To this older con- 
flict have been added animosities produced by 
decolonization, by Gaullist subversion of the 
Fourth Republic, and by the violent conflict be- 
tween the OAS and the Gaullist barbouzes 
(pro-Gaullists recruited to fight the OAS in Al- 
geria). These battles sometimes forged bonds 
between respectable politicians and the under- 
world; these questionable alliances and the her- 
itage of hatred from the old conflicts contribute 
to the virulence and occasional violence that 
underlie politics in the Fifth Republic. 

FRANK L. WILSON . 
Purdue University 


The Arab-Israeli Confrontation of June, 1967: 
An Arab Perspective. Edited by Ibrahim Abu- 
Lughod. (Evanston: Northwestern Univer- 
sity Press, 1969. Pp. 201. $6.95.) 

Serious students of politics—or, for that 
matter, serious students of anything—are suspi- 
cious of connotative words applied to parties to 
a conflict. When Joseph Alsop finds the South 
Vietnamese “brave” and the North Vietnamese 
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“suicidal” as he reflects upon instances of be- 
havior of the two which are virtually identical, 
the sophisticated reader drops the column and 
moves on to the sports page or the comics. Yet 
the epithets of praise for Israel and condemna- 
tion of the Arabs has for so long been poured 
onto the American public that they have gained 
general acceptance. Arabs are dishonest, unreli- 
able, inefficient, contentious. Israelis are heroic, 
hard-working, self-reliant. If there are over- 
tones to these adjectives we are no longer con- 
scious of them—as a family living by a water- 
fall no longer hears the water. 

A possible explanation for such prejudice 
leaps to mind: Perhaps the Arabs are dishon- 
est, unreliable, inefficient and contentious, 
while the Israelis, being a miscellany of cultural 
products, may be assigned any attributes which 
suit the purposes of their propagandists. In any 
case, this is an explanation which could be hon- 
estly drawn by an objective reader of propa- 
ganda from both sides. Prejudice in the United 
States against the Arabs results not so much 
from anti-Arab propaganda written by the Is- 
raelis as from anti-Israeli—and anti-American 
propaganda written by the Arabs. Contrary 
to what one might suspect, such publications as 
Free Palestine and al-Fatah are not secretly 
written by skillful Israeli propagandists but by 
Arab patriots who, like the Palestinian airplane 
high-jackers, actually believe that they are ad- 
vancing their cause. 

Arab writers are especially off-putting when 
they speak out on the subject of the Six Day 
War. If Westerners believe that the Arabs 
started that war, that they would have killed ev- 
ery Israeli man, woman and child had they won 
it, and that even now they are seeking another 
opportunity to destroy Israel, the Arabs have 
their own spokesmen to blame. Israeli leaders 
who argue that Israel cannot be secure unless it 
holds onto its conquered territory have only to 
quote official statements of the various Arab 
governments to make their point. 

But any Western observer with an ounce of 
curiosity and intelligence eventually gets 
around to the realization that the Arabs must 
have a better case than the ones they normally 
present for themselves. If such an observer has 
the patience to assemble and analyze articles 
and letters-to-the-editor in obscure magazines 
and the back pages of popular newspapers he 
may in time deduce the bare outlines of such a 
case. If he can catch a State Department offi- 
cial in a moment of indiscretion he may gain 
some terrifying enlightenment on the conse- 
quences of our not properly identifying the 
case and taking it into account as we side with 
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Israel. And if he can find his way to a lecture 
by Fa’iz or Hussuf Sayyegh (no small feat, be- 
cause such lectures are poorly publicized except 
for the helpful presence of Zionist pickets), he 
may even conclude that the Arabs have an air 
tight case, that the Israelis have no case at all, 
and that our government should redirect its 
policies accordingly. But for anyone who is not 
a student of Middle Eastern affairs all this 
seems hardly worth the trouble. What has been 
needed is a single, readable book explaining 
how intelligent Arabs who are in a position to 
speak freely see the origins of the Six Day War, 
and the post-war conditions which affect what 
the Arab governments can and cannot agree to 
in the way of a final settlement. 

Such a book now exists. Edited by Professor 
Ibrahim Abu-Lughod of Northwestern Univer- 
sity (with a foreword by Malcolm Kerr at 
UCLA—whose endorsement, incidentally, is to 
this particular kind of product what the Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval would be to a 
new detergent), it is everything its editor 
claims: “an alternative perspective which 
should be considered in any full assessment of 
the origins or subsequent development of the 
June, 1967, conflict.” The writers are all of 
Arab ancestry, but (with one exception) they 
are American citizens and they have avoided 
emotional involvements which so choke up 
most Arab writers when they try to speak their 
minds. They are, in other words, qualified “cul- 
ture jumpers.” 

Culture jumpers: These are a rare breed of 
political analysts increasingly required by gov- 
ernments, large corporations and international 
institutions whose decision-makers live under 
disciplines which dictate one form of moral 
preferences but who, perforce, must deal con- 
structively with decision-makers abroad who 
live under quite another. They must “empa- 
thize” with the foreign decision-makers—feeling 
environmental influences as they feel them, see- 
ing the issues as they see them—and conse- 
quently arrive at understandings which they 
must communicate to their employers in terms 
they will understand. Not an easy job. No one 
ever achieves perfection in it. Mr. Abu-Lughod 
frankly subtitles his book, “An Arab Perspec- 
tive,” and explains modestly in his Preface that 
his writers are only presenting an “alternative” 
view. To those of us on this side of the culture 
jump, we must ask: To what extent do the writ- 
ers have their facts straight? To what extent are 
they actually representing the feelings and 
views of those on the other side? 

The principal points made by the writers 
are: (1) that the Arab states’ intervention in 
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Palestine was justified not only in Arab terms 
of justice, but according to universally recog- 
nized principles of international law; (2) that 
Israel has deliberately avoided peaceful settle- 
ment, even when—especially when—it has 
most dramatically represented itself as wanting 
peace; (3) that the attachment of Jews to the 
Wailing Wall is of recent, politically inspired 
origin; (4) that the Israelis planned to wage the 
1967 war weeks before Nasser presented them 
with a convenient casus belli; (5) that Nasser’s 
moves in May, 1967, were not in preparation 
for war but to gain political advantages which 
would enable him to reduce the tensions with 
Israel. Having a somewhat more intimate 
knowledge than any of these gentlemen of the 
background of the 1967 war, I can only say 
that their statements are about the same mix- 
ture of hard fact, half truths and rumor-based 
speculation as those of leading pro-Israel writ- 
ers. But this is certain: The views of the 1967 
war which are set forth in this book are those 
which are honestly and fervently held by most 
intelligent and well-informed Arabs. Thus, the 
book does indeed provide an “alternative per- 
spective” which anyone seeking an objective 
understanding of the subject cannot afford to 
be without. 

Personally, I am left with one nagging doubt. 
Although “thinking Arabs” may see an Arab 
case in the sober, moderate, and intelligent 
terms set forth in this book, can we be sure that 
those who make decisions for Arab states see it 
this way? What about the leaders of Syria, Iraq 
and Algeria? What about the Palestinian ex- 
tremists? For that matter, what about the com- 
paratively moderate leaders of Jordan, Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia? Whom are we to believe, 
these leaders or Professor Abu-Lughod’s schol- 
ars? Perhaps this excellent book should be 
translated into Arabic and circulated among 
Arab statesmen. 

MILEs CoPELAND 
London, England 


Russia and the Austrian State Treaty: A Case 
Study of Soviet Policy in Europe. By Sven 
Allard. (University Park, Pennsylvania: The 
Pennsylvania State University Press, 1970. 
Pp. 248. $7.95.) 

This study is well described by its title. It is a 
description and explanation, with special refer- 
ence to Soviet postwar policy, of the events and 
negotiations that led to the signing, on May 15, 
1955, of the Treaty restoring full sovereignty to 
Austria after seven years of Anschluss and ten 
of Allied occupation. Its author was Swedish 
Minister (later Ambassador) to the country in 
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